
 

 
 

Contact: Emanuele Cellini 

Via Corfinio 9 – 00183  

Rome, Italy 

cellini.emanuele@virgilio.it 

February 9, 2016 

For immediate release: 

“Find the courage to be yourself” 

First preview of The Danish Girl in Italy 

 

On Friday 13, ArciGay will be screening Tom Hooper’s new film The Danish Girl in Rome, in Via Nicola 

Zabaglia 14. It is the first screening ever of this film, which is going to be released in Italy on February 18. 

The initiative of ArciGay is to raise public awareness on transsexuality and transphobia through the film 

screening and cinema discussion.   

 

ArciGay is the most important LGTB association in Italy. It is based in different parts of the country but it 

has its headquarters in Bologna. The purposes of the association are protecting and promoting the rights of 

gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgender people. Since the world of transsexuality is not debated in Italian 

society, Tom Hooper’s film gives ArciGay the opportunity to inform and educate people about this topic. 

 

The movie tells the story of Lili Elbe (1882 – 1931), played by the Academy Award winner Eddie 

Redmayne. Born as Einar Wegener, Lili is the first transsexual to attempt sex reassignment surgery. Lili is 

still an inspirational figure for transgender people due to her strong courage. This is the reason why the event 

is called “find the courage to be yourself”. ArciGay wants to raise awareness on the difficulties that a 

transgender person has to go through, in order to be simply herself/himself. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said: 

“To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else is the greatest 

accomplishment.” Since Lili’s accomplishment has to be known and discussed in Italian society, the event is 

open to public and it targets everyone. 

 

- End - 

 

For further information, please contact me at +39 3381416555 or visit the ArciGay website at 

http://www.arcigay.it/c/eventi. 

 

Note to editors:  

 

1) ArciGay is a nonprofit organization. Based on crowdfunding, it is independent from any political, 

economic, and religious interests 

2) Photos are only available during the cinema discussion, after the screening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Emanuele Cellini 

Via Corfinio, 9  

00183 Rome, Italy 

February 10
th
, 2016 

 

Giuseppe Smorto 

La Repubblica 

Via Cristoforo Colombo, 90 

00147 Rome, Italy 

 

Dear Mr. Smorto: 

 

I am introducing you to the upcoming event organized by ArciGay in Rome. Enclosed is a press release for 

the event, which is titled “Find the courage to be yourself” and is going to be set in Via Nicola Zabaglia 14, 

on February 13. I am sure that writing an article about the event would benefit your newspaper. The event 

consists of the screening of Tom Hooper’s new film, The Danish Girl, followed by an insightful discussion 

on transsexuality and transphobia in Italian society. The discussion taking place after the film screening is 

divided in four parts. First, ArciGay members will start by defining the differences between “sex”, “gender”, 

and “sexual orientation”. Secondly, the situation of Lili Elbe will be compared to the current situation of 

transgender people in Italy. Thirdly, the issue of transphobia will be debated. And finally, three transgender 

people, members of ArciGay, will share their stories, and there will be the opportunity for the audience to 

ask them questions.   

 

I am writing to you as spokesperson of ArciGay Roma and I am asking you to come attend the event and 

write an article about it. La Repubblica is a newspaper that has always distinguished itself for its reformist 

secularity, uncommon open mindedness, and noteworthy respect for diversity. Your newspaper is doing a 

remarkable job in giving voice to the Italian LGTB community, especially during this days through articles 

on same-sex civil unions. I am sure that the event organized by ArciGay will benefit your company, by 

building customer/reader loyalty with the transgender community and thus increasing the number of readers. 

“Find the courage to be yourself” aims at raising awareness on a reality that is often forgotten by Italian 

society: transsexuality. Since there is inadequate information on this topic, writing an article on the event 

would be a way of stimulating, informing, and educating people. 

 

Please, for any question or information, do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached anytime via email at 

cellini.emanuele@virgilio.it or via cell phone at +39 3381416555.  

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Emanuele Cellini 
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Bio/background information sheet: 

 

ArciGay 

ArciGay is the most important LGTB association in Italy. It operates all over the country through its local 

branches and affiliated clubs, with the goal of promoting equality between individuals, regardless of 

their sexual orientation or gender identity. It was born in 1980 in Palermo, Sicily, with the purpose of 

fighting against any kind of violence, discrimination and human rights violation concerning gays, lesbians, 

bisexual and transgender people. Still nowadays, the association struggles to promote the visibility of these 

people and their full participation in the social, civil life of the country. For this reason, ArciGay organizes 

several, important events throughout its local branches in order to create cultural debates around 

homosexuality, lesbianism, and transsexuality.  

 

The Danish Girl 

The Danish Girl is a 2015 film directed by Tom Hooper (The King’s Speech, Les Misérables). The 

protagonists are the handsome Eddie Redmayne (Les Misérables, The Theory of Everything) and the 

charming Alicia Vikander (Anna Karenina, Ex Machina)
1
. The film is based on the book of the same name 

by David Ebershoff. It tells the story of the Danish landscape painter Einar Wegener (Redmayne), who is a 

woman trapped within a man’s body. In 1930s, the painter decided to undergo sex reassignment surgery in 

order to become the person who really was: Lili Elbe. Einer’s brave story represents the first known case of 

transgender surgery recorded in medical history. For this reason, Lili is still considered nowadays the pioneer 

of the transgender movement for her incredible courage of living freely, openly, and authentically. Tom 

Hooper, nevertheless, decides to tell this story as a deep melodrama, that is, as a beautiful love story of a 

unique couple. Einar and Gerda are bound by a deep love; indeed, Gerda decides to help and support his 

beloved husband during the discovery of his sexual identity. On the path to her true self, Einar finds many 

difficulties, but Gerda always encourages him on his transsexual journey, even if she is sadly aware that she 

is going to lose her husband.  

Eddie Redmayne claimed: “what I found astounding about Lili’s story is her courage.”
2
 The Academy 

Award winner adds: “the whole story was new to me and I found it to be a passionate and incredibly unique 

love story. It was about the lives of two extraordinary women and it moved me profoundly … I hope that in 

some ways our film continues the discussion, because us learning to be allies to the trans community is so 

important.”
3
 Eddie’s meticulous preparation for such important role is evident in Tom Hooper’s movie. His 

interpretation is so ground-breaking that the choice of casting Redmayne turned out to be the best one. 

Indeed, the director affirmed: “I still did my homework, thinking about who else I could cast, but my instinct 

was always Eddie. I felt there was something in him that was drawn to the feminine.”
4
 Interestingly enough, 

it took more than six years to make The Danish Girl. As the director explains, “the fact that it's taken so long 

is evidence of some of the inherent prejudices against trans stories that people have faced for a long time. So 

it's great we got it made.”
5
 Of course, directing a story on the first man to have a sex change operation was a 

huge challenge. Hooper, indeed, said: “what I felt was most important in the end was honoring her role as 

                                                           
1 http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0810819/ 

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8N2y3wRtN8 

3 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/film/the-danish-girl/eddie-redmayne-interview/ 

4 Ibid. 

5 http://www.popsugar.com/entertainment/Tom-Hooper-Interview-About-Danish-Girl-39162162 

 



 

transgender pioneer or a pioneer of the transgender movement, and communicating her courage. I mean, this 

is a time before antibiotics, before the invention of penicillin, when the risks of infection were high, and the 

consequences fatal. The more I worked on the period's setting, the more I realized not only the risks and the 

courage, but also the pain she must have been in to be willing to take those risks.” 
6
 Eventually, the effects 

were uplifting for both the actors and the director. Eddie Redmayne specifically claimed he learned a lot 

from Lili. “One of the things that I learned while prepping for this film is I sort of, in my ignorance, thought 

that a trans person had to have gone through some sort of physical transformation, but actually, it entirely has 

to do with what is in your mind and your soul, and that you can have in no way trying to sort of dress or be. 

It’s how you are.”
7
 For the people criticizing the fact that a cisgender person played the role of a transgender 

person, the Oscar winner actor replies: “I think it's a really important discussion. And I think for people to be 

able to enter into the debate and discussion one needs a certain amount of education and on what trans people 

have had to go through and the discrimination. You know you can be fired in 31 states for being trans? You 

know in the past year, there's been great acceleration in a sense trans issues coming into the mainstream 

media and my hope is that if this film can just continue that dialogue then that would be a wonderful thing.”
8
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

6 http://www.indiewire.com/article/tom-hooper-explains-why-he-cast-eddie-redmayne-as-the-danish-girl-20151125 

7 http://www.comingsoon.net/movies/features/635415-interview-eddie-redmayne-on-portraying-lili-elbe-in-the-danish-girl#/slide/1 
 
8 http://www.indiewire.com/article/eddie-redmayne-talks-backlash-trans-representation-and-the-power-of-the-male-gaze-in-the-danish-girl-2015112 



 

Other info: 

 

“To be nobody but yourself in a world which is doing its best, night and day, to make you everybody else 

means to fight the hardest battle which any human being can fight; and never stop fighting.” E. E. Cummings 

“Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don't matter, and those who matter don't 

mind.” Bernard M. Baruch 

“Don't compromise yourself - you're all you have.” John Grisham 

“Be yourself – not your idea of what you think somebody else's idea of yourself should be.” Henry David 

Thoreau 

“No price is too high to pay for the privilege of owning yourself.” Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

 

“A beautiful, humane and moving biopic ... Eddie Redmayne and Alicia Vikander's performances in Tom 

Hooper’s film ... has made them genuine award contenders.” Robbie Collin, The Telegraph 

“Gorgeous, heartbreaking and unforgettable ... Eddie Redmayne gives the performance of the year.” Rex 

Reed, Observer 

“Told with extraordinary warmth by director Tom Hooper, ‘The Danish Girl’ is Redmayne’s best 

performance yet, surpassing even his Oscar-winning turn as Stephen Hawking last year. Alicia Vikander is 

equally affecting in a less showy role as Gerda, the wife who inspired and ultimately facilitated her spouse’s 

decision to undergo surgery.” Sara Stewart, New York Post 

“The Danish Girl is at its most affecting in the film's second half, when Gerda and Lili seek desperately for 

guidance from the medical profession and come up at first against uncomprehending dead ends. The anguish 

they feel, and we feel for them, is so strong it can seem at times like we're invading the couple's privacy. 

That's how intimate this story gets.” Kenneth Turan, Los Angeles Time 

“Einar/Lili’s body is biologically male but on the inside she is female. Her true self can be captured in a 

painting but not in a mirror. The gulf between these two positions is heartbreaking, and it is this space ‘The 

Danish Girl’ rewardingly explores.” Ian Freer, Empire 

“The film never gets too graphic about sex or surgery. What Hooper has crafted is a work of probing 

intelligence and passionate heart.” Peter Travers, Rolling Stones 

“The film's chief strength is as a vehicle for Redmayne, following his Theory of Everything Oscar win with 

another full-immersion physical and emotional transformation into a brave real-life figure.” David Rooney, 

The Hollywood Reporter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


